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March 13, 2012 
 
 

FIFTH MEETING 
 
The Board of Commissioners of the County of Fremont, State of Colorado, met in Regular 
Session on March 13th, 2012, 615 Macon Avenue, Room LL3, Fremont County 
Administration Building, Cañon City, Colorado.  Commissioner Chairman Debbie Bell 
called the meeting to order at 9:30 A.M.     
       

Debbie Bell   Commissioner   Present 
 Michael J. Stiehl       Commissioner   Present  
            Edward H. Norden       Commissioner   Present   
 Katie Barr   Clerk and Recorder  Present   
 Brenda Jackson  County Attorney  Present 
 
Also present: Bill Giordano, Planning and Zoning Director and Jody Blauser Deputy 
Clerk.   
 
The Morning Prayer was given by Benny Soto of Mountain View Community Church and 
Chaplain for the Fremont County Sheriff’s Department. 
 
Those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Commissioner Norden moved to approve the amended agenda adding the date of 
February 28, 2012 to the approval of the minutes on the Consent Agenda.  Commissioner 
Stiehl seconded the motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Norden, aye; Commissioner 
Stiehl, aye; Commissioner Bell, aye. The motion carried. 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 
Commissioner Bell stated the minutes from the public hearings on February first and 
second have been distributed but they are not ready for approval today.   
Commissioner Stiehl moved to approve the amended consent agenda.  Commissioner 
Norden seconded the motion.  Upon vote:  Commissioner Stiehl, aye; Commissioner 
Norden, aye; Commissioner Bell, aye.  The motion carried. 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE/INFORMATIONAL 
  

1. Administrative and Elected Officials 
 
County Clerk Barr gave her monthly report for February 2012.  The total fees collected 
were $691,551.85 of which the County kept $340,835.80.  This is about 50% of the 
amount collected and is $11,317.76 more than last year.   
Commissioner Norden moved to accept the County Clerks report for February 2012.  
Commissioner Stiehl seconded the motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Norden, aye; 
Commissioner Stiehl, aye; Commissioner Bell, aye.  The motion carried.   
  
Commissioner Norden said there are still a few free trash vouchers available for the 
March Cleanup Campaign.  These can be used at the Twin Landfill through April 16th.  He 
encouraged citizens who get a voucher to use it in this cleanup effort.     
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     March 13, 2012 
 
 2. Citizens Not Scheduled:  None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. TUP 11-008 Over The River (OTR) 
This application is continued from the Board of County Commissioners 
Meeting that was held on February 28, 2012.   
Request approval of a Temporary Use Permit to allow a temporary work of art 
consisting of fabric panels suspended horizontally over approximately 5.9 
miles of a 42.4 mile portion of the Arkansas River.     

 
Commissioner Bell explained the Commissioners were hoping to have a decision today.  
The Commissioners are still working on some of the proposed conditions.  They are still 
trying to figure the reimbursement costs for the expected traffic on county roads.     
Commissioner Stiehl moved to table TUP 11-008 Over The River request until the next 
regular Board of County Commissioners meeting on Tuesday March 27, 2012 at 9:30 
A.M.  Commissioner Norden seconded the motion.  Commissioner Norden responded to a 
letter to the editor in today’s newspaper regarding the workshop session held last week.    
The letter claimed that Commissioner Norden had admonished the County Attorney for 
writing conclusions and findings of the Commissioners.  Norden clarified that the OTR 
legal counsel could comment on the conclusions but the findings and conclusions were the 
work of the County Commissioners.  The work by the County Attorney in putting draft 
documents together is work and deliberations by this Board.  Commissioner Bell said 
often times opinions and letters to the editor are considered to be fact when often times it 
is not accurate information.  Commissioner Stiehl said they are drafting conditions based 
upon concerns that will be evaluated.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Stiehl, aye; 
Commissioner Norden, aye; Commissioner Stiehl, aye.  The motion carried.   
 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 

1. Consideration to purchase Automated Weather Observing System upgrade 
components from Vaisala for $45,332.00. 

 
Richard Baker, Airport Manager, explained they have a grant with the state aeronautics 
department to update the weather station at the airport.  It has not been updated since it 
was installed in 1999.  This grant will be a 90% from the state and a 10% match from the 
County.  The total estimated cost is $45,000.  One of the added features will be a 
thunderstorm sensor that will be able to detect lightning from 5 to 7 miles away.  The 
phone number the public can use to get local weather information from the station is 784-
2014.  It is available 24 hours a day 7 days a week.  The transmitter band it will be 
broadcast on is 120.02 for aircraft band scanners.   
Commissioner Norden moved to approve the purchase of the Automated Weather 
Observing System upgrade from Vaisala in the amount of $45,332 using the grant funds.  
Commissioner Stiehl seconded the motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Norden, aye; 
Commissioner Stiehl, aye; Commissioner Bell, aye.  The motion carried.   
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS SCHEDULED FOR 10:00 A.M.  
 
None.   
 
 
Chairman Bell adjourned the meeting at 9:50 A.M.   
 
 
 
Clerk and Recorder 


