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NINTH MEETING 
 

The Board of Commissioners of the County of Fremont, State of Colorado, met in 
Regular Session on May 10, 2016, 615 Macon Avenue, Room LL3, Fremont County 
Administration Building, Cañon City, Colorado.  Commissioner Chairman Edward 
Norden called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.     
       

Edward H. Norden  Commissioner   Present 
 Debbie Bell          Commissioner   Present 
            Tim Payne        Commissioner   Present 
 Katie Barr   Clerk and Recorder  Present   
 Brenda Jackson  County Attorney  Present 
 
Also present:  Sunny Bryant, County Manager and Matt Koch, Planning and Zoning 
Director 
 
Those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Commissioner Bell moved to approve the Agenda.  Commissioner Payne seconded the 
motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Payne, aye; Commissioner 
Norden, aye.  The motion carried. 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 

1. Approval of Minutes / April 26, 2016 
 

2. Approval of Bills for May 10, 2016 / $736,382.72 
 
3. Approval of Professional Services Agreement with Reilly Johnson 

Architecture for the Fremont County Detention Center Architect/Engineer 
Services for Kitchen/Laundry Expansion + Remodel in the amount of 
$215,700 and up to $6,000 for Reimbursable Expenses 

 
4. Approval of Agreement for Water Service with the City of Florence for the 

purchase of a ¾ inch water tap to be located at the Fremont County Airport 
 
5. Schedule Public Hearings:  None 

 
Commissioner Payne moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Commissioner Bell 
seconded the motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Payne, aye; Commissioner Bell, aye; 
Commissioner Norden, aye.  The motion carried. 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE/INFORMATIONAL 
 

1. Staff / Elected Officials: 
a. County Clerk’s Monthly Report, Katie Barr, County Clerk and Recorder 

 
Clerk Barr reported for the month of April the total Motor Vehicle Fees, Sales Taxes 
and Recording Fees collected were $935,484.91.  Fremont County’s portion for 
disbursement is $511,010.17. 
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Commissioner Payne moved to approve the County Clerk’s Monthly Report.  
Commissioner Bell seconded the motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Payne, aye; 
Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Norden, aye.  The motion carried. 
 

 
b. County Manager Report, Sunny Bryant, County Manager 

 
Manager Bryant reported visiting Pathfinder Park and the Ecology Park with 
Commissioner Payne for assessments.  Penrose Park and Recreation District will be 
hosting a Community Build Day on Saturday May 14th starting at 7:00 a.m.  The War 
Memorial bricks will be engraved by Memorial Day weekend. 
 

2. Citizens who wish to address the Commissioners on a matter not 
scheduled on the agenda 

 
George Storey had a good time at the Music & Blossom Festival and feels the County 
should have more events like this. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. Tabled from April 26, 2016 Public Hearing. Request approval of a 
Modification of Premises to allow two greenhouses for Department file #OPC 
14-006 Mile High Green Cross, LLC (Optional Premises Cultivation-
Commercial, Greenhouse), by Mile High Green Cross, LLC, (dba Mile High 
Green Cross, LLC), for property which is owned by ADW, LLC.  The address of 
the property is 685 State Highway 115 – Unit A (indoor grow), in the Beaver 
Park/Penrose Area, which is located on the west side of State Highway 115, 
approximately 500 feet south of 6th Street, in the Beaver Park/Penrose Area. 
The property is zoned Business and contains 4.65 acres more or less.   
Representative:  Leif Wagner/Adam Ziegler 

 
Commissioner Norden read the findings. 
 
Commissioner Bell moved to approve Resolution #18, denying the Modification of 
Premises to OPC 14-006 Mile High Green Cross, LLC.  Commissioner Payne seconded 
the motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Payne, aye; 
Commissioner Norden, aye.  The motion carried. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Request FP 16-001 Cranberry Park Subdivision Planned Unit Development Plan 
for a portion of Cranberry Park Subdivision which was recorded July 3, 2008. 
The modifications consist of changes to the front setbacks from 25 feet to 13 
feet, for lots 18, 19, and 20. The request for the 13 foot front setback along said 
lots is to match the approved modification across the street and to provide more 
room for placement of the structure. The removal of the defined unit lines will 
allow for adjustable placement of different unit sizes, allowing room for 
backyard fencing while leaving enough room to park a vehicle in the driveway 
without impeding the sidewalk. The unit number will remain at six. 
Representative: Terry Clear, DCS Development 

 
Director Koch explained the request is for 6 units on the south side of Cranberry Park 
Subdivision.  Modifications include the front setback from 25 feet to 13 feet and the rear 
setback to 25 feet.  The unit lines will become adjustable to accommodate different size 
units.  The modification is consistent with prior approved modifications. 
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Terry Clear reported the development of the area is increasing.  Many of the buyers are 
from out of the area. 
 
Commissioner Payne moved to approve Resolution #19, FP 16-001 Cranberry Park 
Subdivision with recommended contingencies.  Commissioner Bell seconded the motion.  
Upon Vote:  Commissioner Payne, aye; Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Norden, 
aye.  The motion carried. 
 

2. Consideration of taking a position stating opposition of Amendment 69, which 
would create a single payer Government Run Health Insurance System 

 
Commissioner Norden said if the initiative is passed a cost of $25 billion would be 
necessary for implementation.  Income tax rates would rise.  Small businesses would be 
paying 14.63% in taxes.  The potential for lost jobs in the state is not a risk he would like 
to take. 
 
Richard Hollabaugh commended the Commissioners for considering opposing the bill. 
 
David Higginbotham feels that universal healthcare is inevitable and is in favor of 
Amendment 69.  Preemptive and better care and a better quality of life could be provided 
under the initiative.  He feels that profits over people is the current status quo and needs 
to change. 
 
Robert Kippley is in favor of Amendment 69.  A systemic change is needed in the 
healthcare industry.  Half of home foreclosures are due to medical expenses.  He 
encouraged the Board to be positive or not take action at all. 
 
Donna Young feels the initiative would provide healthcare for the working class.  She 
asked the Board to not take an official stance. 
 
Roger Ratcliff asked how often the Commissioners take a stance on a ballot issue.  He 
feels the issue should be up to the voters to decide without influence from the Board.   
 
Jody DeCook feels what is presently in place is not working but the proposed 
amendment will not fix the problem.  His concerns include the people moving into the 
state for healthcare overwhelming the system and higher income residents leaving the 
state due to higher taxes.   
 
Ann Olson encouraged the board to not take a stand and allow the community to make 
their decisions uninfluenced. 
 
Doug Smith asked as representatives of the county that the Commissioners not take an 
official stand. 
 
Vaughn McClain clarified that the amendment does cover temporary travel outside of 
the state. 
 
Dan Ainsworth is in favor of taking a stance against the amendment. 
 
Lea Darnell is in favor of the board taking a stand against the amendment. He does not 
want government-controlled healthcare. 
 
Commissioner Bell does not want to see people who have the money to pay outside of 
the universal healthcare to be given preferential treatment. Vermont attempted to 
implement a similar system and abandoned it within a year.  She feels that the healthcare 
system is a mess.  She believes in freedom of choice, but does not feel that freedom is 
being offered.  
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Commissioner Payne said that writing healthcare into the constitution does not allow for 
tweaking of the fine points for improvement.  The initiative will bypass TABOR and 
gives control of tax rates to a select few.  
 
Commissioner Norden moved to adopt a position in opposition of Amendment 69, 
which would create a single payer Government Run Health Insurance System.  
Commissioner Bell seconded the motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Norden, aye; 
Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Payne, aye.  The motion carried. 
 

3. Authorization of the Chairman to write a letter of support for the UAACOG 
housing project 

 
Commissioner Norden said this is in regards to the efforts that UAACOG has spent on a 
homeless housing project on Justice Center Road.  The letter will be addressed to 
Cardinal Capital, the group financially backing the project. 
 
Commissioner Norden moved to authorize the Chairman to write a letter of support  and 
authorize signatures for the UAACOG housing project.  Commissioner Payne seconded 
the motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Norden, aye; Commissioner Payne, aye; 
Commissioner Bell, aye.  The motion carried. 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS SCHEDULED FOR 10 A.M. 
 
None. 
 
 
Chairman Norden adjourned the meeting at 10:32 a.m.   
 
 
 
Clerk and Recorder 
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