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May 26, 2015 
 
 

TENTH MEETING 
 
The Board of Commissioners of the County of Fremont, State of Colorado, met in Regular 
Session on May 26th, 2015, 615 Macon Avenue, Room LL3, Fremont County 
Administration Building, Cañon City, Colorado.  Commissioner Chairman Edward 
Norden called the meeting to order at 9:30 A.M.     
       

Edward H. Norden  Commissioner   Present 
 Debbie Bell          Commissioner   Present  
            Tim Payne        Commissioner   Present   
 Katie Barr   Clerk and Recorder  Present   
 Brenda Jackson  County Attorney  Present 
 
Also present:  George Sugars, County Manager; Matt Koch, Planning and Zoning Director 
and Jody Blauser, Chief Deputy Clerk.   
 
The Invocation was given by Robert Kippley, Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church. 
 
Those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Commissioner Bell added an item as New Business #2 – Consideration of a Resolution 
Declaring Fremont County as a local disaster area, and renumbering the original items #2 - 
#8 to be items #3 - #9 on the Agenda.     
 
Commissioner Bell moved to approve the Amended Agenda.  Commissioner Payne 
seconded the motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Payne, aye; 
Commissioner Norden, aye. The motion carried. 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 

1. Approval of Minutes / May 12, 2015 
2. Approval of Bills May 26, 2015 / $1,561,606.55 
3. Adoption of Resolution #18, Series of 2015, CUP 15-001 Phillips Ranch Property 

Gravel Pit #2 (Major Modification to CUP 97-003 Pioneer Sand and Gravel) 
4. Schedule Public Hearings:  None 

 
Commissioner Payne moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Commissioner Bell 
seconded the motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Payne, aye; Commissioner Bell, aye; 
Commissioner Norden, aye.  The motion carried.  Resolution #18 is attached.   
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE/INFORMATIONAL 
  

1. Administrative and Elected Officials 
 

a. County Sales & Use Tax Report, Sunny Bryant, Assistant County 
Manager/Budget & Finance Officer 

 
Sunny Bryant said total Sales Tax collected in March was $929,755.  The Auto Use Tax 
collected in April was $86,169.  The Construction Use Tax collected in April was 
$39,819.  The Lodging Tax collected in March was $23,525.   
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The Sheriff’s Retail Sales Tax collected in March was $231,959.  The Sheriff’s Auto Use 
Tax collected in April was $57,466.  The Sheriff’s Construction Use Tax collected in 
April was $26,546.  
 
Commissioner Bell said the Balloon Classic held this past weekend was a huge success.  
The Holy Smoke Barbeque will take place this coming weekend. 
 
Commissioner Payne said he was honored to attend the Memorial Day Service at the 
Veterans Home this past weekend. 
 
Commissioner Norden noted there is a Special Meeting tomorrow at 1:30 p.m. regarding 
Medical Marijuana Renewal Licensing for three facilities. 
 
 
 2. Citizens Not Scheduled:  None.  
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None.  
 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 

1. Update on John C Fremont Library District. Representative:  Tabby Selakovich 
 
Tabby Selakovich presented the Director’s report for 2014.  There were 473 new patrons 
in 2014 bringing the total number of patrons up to 5638.  They did receive a $3,000 grant 
from the State for Early Literacy Programs.  She gave an overview of the programs and 
services offered.          
 
 

2. Consideration of a Resolution Declaring a Local Disaster Area 
 
Steve Morrisey explained there are several wash out areas and rock slides on the Phantom 
Canyon Road.  County Road 132, County Road 11, Oak Creek Grade all have sustained 
substantial damage.  Several private driveways are also damaged.  County Road 45 is 
underwater.  County Road 77 has been repaired.  There are 10 to 15 rock slides along 
Highway 50.  He has contacted CDOT for an estimated cost of the damages.   
 
Commissioner Norden stated that Evelyn Drive near Dawson Ranch was washed out as 
was Garden Park Road.  He explained this Resolution will declare a disaster area for the 
un-incorporated areas of Fremont County and hopes it will allow for some re-imbursement 
for the needed repairs.  
 
Commissioner Bell moved to approve Resolution #19, Declaring a Local Disaster Area in 
Fremont County due to widespread flooding.  Commissioner Payne seconded the motion.  
Upon Vote:  Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Payne, aye; Commissioner Norden, 
aye.  The motion carried.  Resolution #19 is attached. 
 
 

3. In consideration to approve the Wildfire Protection Plan for the Upper Beaver 
Creek area on County Road 132.  Representative:  Steve Morrisey, Emergency 
Management Director 

 
Steve Morrisey explained the 8 Mile Fire last year was in this area.  This brought 
awareness to the citizens of the wildfire dangers in their neighborhood.  Once the plan is 
in place it will help with funding for mitigation.   
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There are already Wildfire Protection Plans in place for Dawson Ranch, Garden Park and 
the Tri-County Area.  The Secure Rural Schools Fund is where the funding comes from 
for the costs of these plans.   
 
Commissioner Payne moved to approve the Wildfire Protection Plan for the Upper 
Beaver Creek area on County Road 132.  Commissioner Bell seconded the motion.  Upon 
Vote:  Commissioner Payne, aye; Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Norden, aye.  
The motion carried.   
 
 

4. In consideration to approve the Wildfire Protection Plan for the Dakota Hideout 
area near County Road 123.  Representative:  Steve Morrisey, Emergency 
Management Director. 

 
Commissioner Bell moved to approve the Wildfire Protection Plan for the Dakota 
Hideout area near County Road 123.  Commissioner Payne seconded the motion.  Upon 
Vote:  Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Payne, aye; Commissioner Norden, aye.  
The motion carried.   
 
 

5. In consideration of a CDBG-DR grant application request to Colorado Division of 
Homeland Security in the amount of $2,901,677 for the 2013 Royal Gorge 
Wildfire Recovery.  Representative:  Sunny Bryant, Assistant County Manager / 
Budget & Finance Officer 

 
Sunny Bryant discussed the grant application.  The grant covers areas that were impacted 
by the wildfires or floods in 2013.  County Road 3A was damaged from the heavy 
equipment used to fight the Royal Gorge Fire, and during the rebuilding process.  The 
drainage project cost will be $565,916.  The asphalt project cost will be $2,300,000 
bringing the total project cost to $2,900,000.  The grant is for the entire cost and the work 
will be done by a contractor.        
 
Commissioner Payne moved to approve the grant application request to Colorado 
Division of Homeland Security in the amount of $2,901,677.  Commissioner Bell 
seconded the motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Payne, aye; Commissioner Bell, aye; 
Commissioner Norden, aye.  The motion carried.   
 
 

6. In consideration of authorization of the County Manager’s signature on a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the City of Canon City and 
Fremont County concerning a parcel of land owned by Fremont County adjacent to 
the Macon Plaza.  Representative:  George Sugars, County Manager. 

 
County Manager Sugars explained this is for one of the two water taps at the Garden 
Park. One of the water taps is used to water the grass. The City of Canon City is 
requesting that the County abandon that water tap.  The Agreement calls for the City to 
maintain the grass.     
 
Commissioner Payne moved to authorize the County Manager’s signature on the 
Memorandum of Understanding between the City of Canon City and Fremont County.  
Commissioner Bell seconded the motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Payne, aye; 
Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Norden, aye.  The motion carried.   
 
 

7. In consideration of approval of the Eastern Fremont County Trails, Open Space & 
River Corridor Master Plan as presented by Canon City Area Recreation and Park 
District and supported by Fremont County Resolution #34, series of 2013 in 
applying for a GOCO grant to update the Master Plan.   
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Commissioner Payne was part of the working group involved in this process.  This is an 
updated Master Plan as the last one was completed in 1997.  The plan needs to be in place 
in order to obtain GOCO grants to improve the trails that cover about 100 miles in 
Fremont County.   
 
Commissioner Bell moved to approve the Eastern Fremont County Trails Open Space & 
River Corridor Master Plan.  Commissioner Payne seconded the motion.  Upon Vote:  
Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Payne, aye; Commissioner Norden, aye.  The 
motion carried.   
 
 

8. In consideration of a Resolution granting an exemption from the Subdivision 
Regulations for Lot 2, Nichols Subdivision, Fremont County, Colorado.  
Representative:  Matt Koch, Planning Director 

 
Matt Koch said the owner, Chris Vodopich, is requesting an exemption from the 
Subdivision Regulations.  He wants to split his lot into two lots using the Minor 
Subdivision Regulations rather than the Major Subdivision Regulations.  The property is 
located at the corner of Sherman and Willow.   
 
Commissioner Payne moved to approve Resolution #20 granting an exemption from the 
Subdivision Regulations for Lot 2, Nichols Subdivision.  Commissioner Bell seconded the 
motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Payne, aye; Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner 
Norden, aye.  The motion carried.  Resolution #20 is attached.   
 
 

9. In consideration of a Resolution granting an exemption from the Subdivision 
Regulations for Lot 4, Evango Subdivision, Fremont County, Colorado.  
Representative:  Matt Koch, Planning Director 

 
Matt Koch explained the owner, Chris Jenkins, wants to divide this lot into two lots.  The 
lot is located at the corner of Ash and Grand.  He will still have to comply with the Minor 
Subdivision Regulations.   
 
Commissioner Bell moved to approve Resolution #21 granting an exemption from the 
Subdivision Regulations for Lot 4, Evango Subdivision.  Commissioner Payne seconded 
the motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Payne, aye; 
Commissioner Norden, aye.  The motion carried.  Resolution #21 is attached.   
 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS SCHEDULED FOR 10:00 A.M.  
 
None. 
   

   
 
Chairman Norden adjourned the meeting at 10:20 A.M.   
 
 
 
Clerk and Recorder 
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