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June 14th, 2011 
 
 

ELEVENTH MEETING 
 
The Board of Commissioners of the County of Fremont, State of Colorado, met in Regular 
Session on June 14th, 2011, 615 Macon Avenue, Room LL3, Fremont County 
Administration Building, Cañon City, Colorado.  Commissioner Chairman Pro-Tem 
Michael J. Stiehl called the meeting to order at 9:30 A.M.     
       

Edward H. Norden  Commissioner   Absent 
 Michael J. Stiehl       Commissioner   Present  
            Debbie Bell        Commissioner   Present   
 Brenda Jackson  County Attorney  Present   
 Katie Barr   Clerk and Recorder  Absent   
 
Also present: Bill Giordano, Planning and Zoning Director; George Sugars, County 
Manager, and Jody Blauser Deputy Clerk.   
 
The Morning Prayer was given by Chaplain Kenneth Odom, the Chaplain at the Fremont 
County Jail.   
 
Those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America. 
 
Commissioner Stiehl noted that Commissioner Norden is on the site of the wildfire at the 
south edge of Fremont County with the Fire Marshall.  However there will be a quorum 
with both of the other Commissioners in attendance. 
   
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Commissioner Bell moved to approve the agenda.  Commissioner Stiehl seconded the 
motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Stiehl, aye.  The motion 
carried. 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 
Commissioner Bell moved to approve the consent agenda.  Commissioner Stiehl 
seconded the motion.  Upon vote:  Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Stiehl, aye. 
The motion carried. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE/INFORMATIONAL 
  

1. Administrative and Elected Officials 
 
George Sugars gave his report of Sales and Use Tax for Fremont County through the 
month of May.  Retail Sales Tax is up about 2% from last year.  Auto Use Tax is up a little 
more than 1% over last year.  The Construction Use Tax is down 60% from last year.  
Sugars explained this is due to some extra projects that were going on last year in the 
County.  He noted the Construction Use Tax so far this year is similar to the same time 
frame for 2009.  Overall the total Sales and Use Tax is down 4 1/2 % from last year.  
Sugars said it is about 1/3% down from the projected budget and he will keep a close 
watch on the figures.  Commissioner Stiehl said even though we are down from last years 
revenue they had anticipated the drop when considering the 2011 budget.         
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Commissioner Bell said the fire ban restrictions were removed at the May 26th Board of 
County Commissioners Meeting.  She said the Sheriff had requested the fire ban be 
reinstated due to the lack of moisture and windy conditions.  The Commissioners met in 
an emergency meeting at 4:00 P.M. on Thursday June 9th to reinstate the fire ban and 
allow the Sheriff to issue the stage level of the ban.  It began as a stage one and has now 
been moved to a stage three fire ban, the most restrictive stage in Fremont County.  This is 
due to the fire that began in Custer County and has now spread to Fremont County.  Bell 
explained the restrictions which prohibit all outdoor flames and fires; no outdoor smoking; 
no use of outdoor machinery with an internal combustion engine; no outdoor welding or 
grinding; no below ground cooking; no agricultural burning; no burning of trash; no use of 
fireworks or explosives.  She said you can find all of this information on line at the 
Fremont County website.  Bell asked citizens to please obey the fire ban restrictions as it 
is for public safety.   
 
Steve Morrisey, Emergency Management Director, updated the Board on the fire 
status.  Morrisey said the Duckett Creek Fire started in Custer County and has spread to 
Fremont County.  It has not been determined yet as to what started the fire.  It has burned 
over 1700 acres and has zero containment.  So far no structures have been burned and no 
injuries have been incurred.  The fire is in heavy timber with very rough terrain.  There are 
40 structures in immediate threat and 200 more structures within range of the fire.  The 
Eagle Peak Subdivision was evacuated at 5:00 P.M. on Monday.  The Red Cross has set 
up a Shelter at the Cotopaxi High School.  Another Shelter was set up in Westcliffe for the 
200 people who were evacuated from the Lutheran Church Campground.  As of yesterday 
there were 120 people at that shelter.  A Type Two Regional Rocky Mountain team has 
now taken over the fire management.  Morrisey has contacted the team but has not heard 
back from them as of this morning.  He did talk to the PIO which is where he received this 
information.  Commissioner Stiehl said this was a good update.  He said the BLM has 
raised their fire ban stage to a level two.  Stiehl has two concerns; one is the dry and 
windy conditions in our area; and the other is that all of our assets are committed 
elsewhere at other fires.  If our local resources were not limited right now we would be 
able to hit fires more quickly.  Stiehl stressed we need to be very careful right now.   
 
Commissioner Stiehl mentioned that school is out and watch out for children.  There are 
kids walking and bicycling everywhere.   
  
 2. Citizens Not Scheduled:  None. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. Adoption of resolution #24, Series of 2011, Special Review Use Permit 
Number SRU 09-004 Fremont Off Road Recreation Area.   

 
Commissioner Stiehl said at the last meeting the Board had approved the request for the 
Fremont Off Road Recreation Area.  Normally this would be an item under the consent 
agenda for today’s meeting.  In reviewing the resolution as it was drafted by the planning 
department it was not completely the same as what was presented.  So it will be presented 
again today under old business.   
 
Bill Giordano, Planning and Zoning Director, explained the only change made to the 
resolution was for the hours of operation.  It was originally from 8:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M.   
It is now from 8:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. or sunset, which ever is earliest.  Bill had contacted 
Matt Koch yesterday and informed him of the change.  Matt said he would contact the 
Harris’s and inform them of the change.  Matt believes it will not be a problem as the 
applicant had said he would not operate after dark.  As of today Bill has not heard back 
from the applicant but does not expect any problems.  County Attorney Jackson said if the 
applicant has a problem with the change, they can put it on another Commissioner meeting 
agenda.   
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     June 14th, 2011 
 
Commissioner Bell believes the original application asked for the hours of operation to be 
from sunrise till sunset.  Commissioner Bell said the paperwork they received from the 
Planning Department did reflect what had been said at the last Board meeting however it 
did not reflect the intent of the Board of Commissioners.  Commissioner Bell moved to 
adopt resolution #24, Series of 2011, Special Review Use Permit Number SRU 09-004 for 
Fremont Off Road Recreation Area with condition “I” to be changed to read: hours of 
operation be limited from the hours of 8:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. or sunset, which ever is 
earliest.  Commissioner Stiehl seconded the motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Bell, 
aye; Commissioner Stiehl, aye.  The motion carried.  Resolution #24 is attached.   
 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 

1. Catherin Irvine 
Cat’s Corner 
411 Broadway 
Penrose, CO  81240 
Modification of Premise 

 
Deputy Clerk Blauser said there was a slight remodel with moving a storage area and it 
had taken place years ago.  It was done to add more storage space.  When liquor 
enforcement was at the location they noticed the map they had on file with the state was 
slightly different then the premises.  The applicant is just coming into compliance per the 
States request with this modification request.  Commissioner Stiehl asked if this was a 
renewal as well.  Blauser said it is only a modification request as they do not come up for 
renewal until August.  Commissioner Stiehl said it is an interim modification request.  
Blauser confirmed it is.  Commissioner Bell noted there was a letter in the file from 
Sheriff Beicker stating the new map does accurately reflect the changes that were made.  
Upon his inspection of the premise he found all licenses were posted properly and there 
are adequate security measures in place for the store.  Commissioner Bell moved to 
approve the Modification of Premise Liquor Application for Cat’s Corner.  Commissioner 
Stiehl seconded the motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Stiehl, 
aye.  The motion carried. 
 
 
Chairman Pro-Tem Stiehl adjourned the meeting at 9:47 A.M.   
 
 
 
Clerk and Recorder 
 
   
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

4 

           

 
 
     June 14th, 2011 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

5 

           

 
     June 14th, 2011 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

6 

           

 
     June 14th, 2011 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

7 

           

 
     June 14th, 2011 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

8 

           

 
 
     June 14th, 2011 
 
 

 


