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August 26, 2014 
 
 

SIXTEENTH MEETING 
 
The Board of Commissioners of the County of Fremont, State of Colorado, met in Regular 
Session on August 26th, 2014, 615 Macon Avenue, Room LL3, Fremont County 
Administration Building, Cañon City, Colorado.  Commissioner Chairman Tim Payne 
called the meeting to order at 9:30 A.M.     
       

Tim Payne   Commissioner   Present 
 Edward H. Norden        Commissioner   Present  
            Debbie Bell       Commissioner   Present   
 Katie Barr   Clerk and Recorder  Present   
 Brenda Jackson  County Attorney  Present 
 
Also present:  George Sugars, County Manager; Bill Giordano, Planning and Zoning 
Director and Jody Blauser, Chief Deputy Clerk.   
 
The Invocation was given by Ethan McClaugherty from the Evangelical Free Church. 
 
Those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Commissioner Bell amended the Agenda by moving item #1 under Old Business to item 
#4 on the Consent Agenda, and by adding item #3 to New Business:  Consideration of 
License Agreement with the City of Canon City for a buried fiber optic cable to run 
between the Fremont County Administration Building and the Fremont County Garden 
Park Building. 
 
Commissioner Bell moved to approve the Amended Agenda.  Commissioner Norden 
seconded the motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Norden, aye; 
Commissioner Payne, aye. The motion carried. 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 

1. Approval of Minutes/August 12, 2014 
2. Approval of Bills August 26, 2014 /$1,185,334.03 
3. Schedule Public Hearings – None 
4. Adoption of Resolution #24 Series of 2014, CUP 14-001 Mica White Stockpile 

Area 
 
Commissioner Norden moved to approve the Amended Consent Agenda.  Commissioner 
Bell seconded the motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Norden, aye; Commissioner Bell, 
aye; Commissioner Payne, aye.  The motion carried.  Resolution #24 is attached. 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE/INFORMATIONAL 
  

1. Administrative and Elected Officials 
  a. Sales & Use Tax Report, Sunny Bryant 
 
Sunny Bryant presented her report.  Retail Sales Tax collected in the month of June was 
$373,385.  This is $15,288 more than June 2013, and year to date is $52,304 more than 
last year.  The Auto Use Tax collected in July was $75,070 and is up $9,917 from July 
2013 and year to date is $74,487 more than last year.   
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The Construction Use Tax collected in July was $34,403.  This is $17,111 more than last 
July and year to date is up $37,527 from 2013.  The Lodging Tax collected thru June was 
$56,693 and is down $12,863 from this time last year.  The Sheriff’s Retail Sales Tax 
collected in June was $248,923 and year to date is $1,258,172.  The Sheriff’s Auto Use 
Tax collected in July was $50,047 and year to date is $301,873.  The Sheriff’s 
Construction Use Tax collected in July was $22,935 and year to date is $87,542.       
 
Commissioner Norden announced the DOLA grant for $830,000 was awarded to 
Fremont County for the Combined Regional Communication Authority.  He asked Fire 
Chief Dave DelVecchio to discuss the award as he is the Chairman of the Governing 
Board for the Combined Regional Communication Authority.   
 
Fire Chief Dave DelVecchio said the funds from DOLA are a huge asset to the project.  
The total grant was $1,640,000 of which $830,000 is from DOLA and $810,000 is from 
the local entities for their match.  Fremont County was able to contribute an additional 
$100,000 in matching funds.  The contract with DOLA should be completed in 
September.  Construction should take about 14 to 16 weeks to complete.  Hopefully the 
Communication Center will be up and running in early spring.         
 
  
 2. Citizens Not Scheduled:  
 
Linda Beermann addressed the Commissioners about increased traffic on Ute Street.  
There are many children, bikers and senior citizens who use this street.  There are no 
sidewalks so people are forced to walk in the street.  This street is used as a cut through 
street to another subdivision.  There have been numerous close calls and accidents on this 
road.  She presented a petition to the Commissioners with 23 signatures of residents on 
Ute Street.  She asked the Commissioners to please help make this street safe again by 
adding speed bumps or closing off the east end of the street.   
 
Harry Kitchen said he has met with citizens in Penrose regarding the Penrose Recreation 
District.  There are unpaid bills for playground equipment and there are some concerns 
with money that is not accounted for.  He said the Sheriff’s Department is investigating 
the Penrose Recreation District for fraud.   
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None.  
 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 

1. Request CUP 07-001 Holcim, Inc. – Coaldale Gypsum Quarry – Request approval 
to amend Condition G regarding an increase of truck hauling hours from 7:00 a.m. 
until 6:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.  The mining activity will continue to be 
from 7:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m.  In addition, Holcim is also requesting to amend 
Condition H, the number of daily truck trips from the current twenty (20) trips per 
day to thirty-two (32) trips per day.  The property is located approximately .65 
miles south of the intersection of US Highway 50 and County Road #6, (aka 
Hayden Creek Road), on the west side of County Road #6, then approximately .5 
miles west to the mining site, in the Coaldale Area.  Representative:  Dr. Angela 
Bellantoni, Ph.D., Environmental Alternatives, Inc. 

 
Angela Bellantoni said she is representing Holcim on this request.  Holcim needs to be 
able to haul six more trucks of material per day.  The material would be hauled from the 
Coaldale Gypsum Quarry to Holcim.  They are requesting Conditions #G and #H be 
changed.   
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This would allow the extra trips to take place before 5:00 a.m. and extend beyond 8:00 
p.m.  This will allow the trips to be spread out during the day to lessen the impact on 
traffic.  The days of operation for the mine shall be limited to Monday through Friday 
from 7:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m.  The loads would be hauled from 5:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.  
The truck trips will increase from twenty trips to thirty-two per day.   
 
Commissioner Bell asked if the applicant was aware of the letter from the Fremont 
County Department of Transportation Director requesting the applicant pay for the 
material cost of chip seal resurface on County Road #6 from the gate at the quarry to 
Highway 50.     
 
Joe Lamanna explained they had paved that part of the road in 2010.  There has been 
some maintenance done to the road since then.  He explained it is in their best interest to 
make sure the road remains in good condition.  They would agree to supply the materials 
for the chip seal.    
 
Planning and Zoning Director Giordano said the Department determined this would be 
a minor modification and would require an amendment to the permit.  If the Board would 
like to add the condition for the chip seal cost of materials, it would be a onetime 
condition.  A new Resolution would need to be assigned if this is approved.  
 
Angela Bellantoni has been in contact with the Colorado Department of Transportation.  
Upon approval of the amendment today, she will submit the required documentation for 
the modified access permit reflecting the new hours.     
 
Commissioner Norden moved to approve the amendment for CUP 07-001 Holcim Inc. 
Coaldale Gypsum Quarry, amending Condition G to change the hauling hours from 5:00 
a.m. until 8:00 p.m., amending Condition H to change the number of daily truck trips to 
thirty-two trips per day, adding a Condition for the applicant to pay the cost of chip seal 
material as a onetime event in 2016 as Resolution #25.  Commissioner Bell seconded the 
motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Norden, aye; Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner 
Payne, aye.  The motion carried.   
 
 

2. Proposal and Resolution Certifying and Referring to the November 4, 2014 Ballot, 
A Proposal to allow Fremont County to Collect, Retain and Spend all Revenues 
generated by the 12.294 Mill Levy Rate and by the 2.5% Sales and Use Tax for 
County Governmental Operations including maintenance and repair of roads, 
maintenance of Public Facilities and Providing services to Fremont County 
families, Notwithstanding the Limitations of Applicable State Statutes and Article 
X, Section 20 of The Colorado Constitution, without increasing any Sales and Use 
or Mill Levy Tax Rate.   

 
Commissioner Norden explained the eight year Tabor Timeout for Property Tax 
Revenues started in 2008 for Fremont County.  This was in anticipation of setting a new 
Property Tax Revenue base in each subsequent year.  The recession hit in 2009 and 2010.   
It typically takes two years for government to recover from a recession and see a positive 
impact in property values.  The effects of the recession during the Tabor Timeout have not 
showed any benefit to the county for the past three years.  Revenues have declined, thus 
there were no excess revenues to be used.  Property Taxes were $5,820,000 in 2008 and 
have decreased to $5,320,000 for 2014.  This proposal would include both Property Tax 
and Sales Tax.  Some of these funds could be used for maintenance and repair on County 
Roads.              
 
Commissioner Bell stated this Resolution does not include an increase in the Tax Rate or 
in the Mill Levy Rate for citizens of Fremont County.  This is not a Tax Rate increase.  It 
would simply allow the County to keep the money that it currently receives from those 
two revenue sources.   



 
 
 
 

4 

           

     August 26, 2014 
 
Commissioner Norden said this would be de-Brucing Fremont County and allow the 
county to keep all of the Sales Tax Revenue generated.  The City of Florence has already 
done this as well.    
 
Harry Kitchen spoke in support of the proposal.  Fremont County has one of the lowest 
Tax Revenue bases in the state.  He would also like to see the County have an addition 
half cent Sales Tax increase in addition to the proposed Resolution.  More people move 
here for the lower Tax base, and expect the same amenities as counties with higher 
revenue.     
 
Commissioner Bell said Fremont County has the second lowest Mill Levy rate for 
counties in all of Colorado. 
 
Commissioner Norden moved to approve Resolution #26 to place the proposal on the 
November 4, 2014 ballot.  Commissioner Bell seconded the motion.  Upon Vote:  
Commissioner Norden, aye; Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Payne, aye.  The 
motion carried.  Resolution #26 is attached. 
 
 

3. Consideration of License Agreement with the City of Canon City for a buried fiber 
optic cable to run between the Fremont County Administration Building and the 
Fremont County Garden Park Building. 

 
County Manager Sugars explained this will be a license agreement between the City of 
Canon City and Fremont County.  This will allow the County to bore under Sixth Street 
between the Administration Building and the Garden Park Building.  The fiber optic cable 
in the Garden Park Building will run under the street into the Administration Building.  If 
any part of the street should need to be dug up the County would be notified.           
 
Commissioner Bell moved to approve the License Agreement between the City of Canon 
City and Fremont County to run the fiber optic cable.  Commissioner Norden seconded the 
motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Norden, aye; Commissioner 
Payne, aye.  The motion carried.   
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS SCHEDULED FOR 10:00 A.M.  
 
None.     

   
 
Chairman Payne adjourned the meeting at 10:14 A.M.   
 
 
 
Clerk and Recorder 
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