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August 27, 2013 
 
 

SIXTEENTH MEETING 
 
The Board of Commissioners of the County of Fremont, State of Colorado, met in Regular 
Session on August 27th, 2013, 615 Macon Avenue, Room LL3, Fremont County 
Administration Building, Cañon City, Colorado.  Commissioner Chairman Debbie Bell 
called the meeting to order at 9:30 A.M.     
       

Debbie Bell   Commissioner   Present 
 Tim Payne         Commissioner   Present  
            Edward H. Norden       Commissioner   Present   
 Katie Barr   Clerk and Recorder  Present   
 Brenda Jackson  County Attorney  Present 
 
Also present:  George Sugars, County Manager; Bill Giordano, Planning and Zoning 
Director and Jody Blauser, Chief Deputy Clerk.   
 
The Invocation was given by Dan Kletke from St. John Lutheran Church. 
 
Those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Commissioner Payne moved to approve the agenda.  Commissioner Norden seconded the 
motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Payne, aye; Commissioner Norden, aye; 
Commissioner Bell, aye. The motion carried. 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 
Commissioner Bell noted the scheduling of a Public Hearing for September 3, 2013 at 
9:00 a.m. regarding proposed county ordinances for retail marijuana. 
 
Commissioner Norden discussed item #3 on the consent agenda, a bid award to Rock 
Mountain Materials & Asphalt and said there may be a change order forthcoming.   
 
Commissioner Norden moved to approve the consent agenda.  Commissioner Payne 
seconded the motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Norden, aye; Commissioner Payne, 
aye; Commissioner Bell, aye.  The motion carried. 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE/INFORMATIONAL 
  

1. Administrative and Elected Officials 
 
Sunny Bryant, Finance Director, gave a report on Sales and Use Tax.  The Retail Sales 
Tax collected in June was $358,000 compared to $366,000 in June of last year.  Year to 
Date the Retail Sales Tax collected is $1,834,000 compared to $1,849,076 thru June of last 
year.  Actual collections are down 2.99% compared to what was budgeted.  The Auto Use 
Tax Collections year to date is $349,000 compared to $340,000 through June 2012.  The 
Construction Use Tax collected year to date is $85,000 compared to $116,000 from this 
time last year.     
 
Commissioner Norden announced the Brick Dedication Ceremony at the War Memorial 
will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, September 28, 2013.  This is the same date of the 
annual fly in and air show at the Fremont County Airport.   
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Commissioner Payne noted the John C. Fremont Sculpture at Pathfinder Park may be 
ready for a possible unveiling on Saturday, September 7, 2013.   
  
 2. Citizens Not Scheduled:  
 
Laura Ornelas addressed the Commissioners about the poor conditions at the Fremont 
County Humane Society.  She was a former volunteer at the Shelter.  All of the allegations 
made against the Humane Society can be backed up by photos or eye witnesses by other 
volunteers and employees.  This group of volunteers has spoken with the Board for the 
Humane Shelter regarding the poor treatment of the animals and still no changes have 
been made.  Any of these volunteers would meet with the Commissioners regarding this 
issue if desired.     
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. In consideration of Advanced Life Support (ALS) upgrade on ambulance license 
for Arkansas Valley Ambulance (AVA).  Representative:  Tom Anderson and 
Steve Morrissey. 

 
Tom Anderson said Arkansas Valley Ambulance had applied for an upgrade from Basic 
Life Support (BLS) to Advanced Life Support (ALS) status.  This issue was tabled last 
month due to an ongoing investigation on a complaint.  This investigation is now being 
investigated by the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment EMTS 
Division.  Anderson read an email dated July 24th from Dr. Weber regarding his 
recommendation for the ALS upgrade.  Dr. Weber recommends that AVA be kept at a 
BLS level until a coordinated care plan is in place to make sure care can be given at the 
highest level of standards.  Mr. Anderson agrees with Dr. Weber’s recommendation.     
 
Jay DeMay said this is their third attempt at ALS status.  He said the investigation was 
derived from a politically motivated complaint.  Arkansas Valley Ambulance has been in 
service for 229 days without a dropped call.  He does not feel that AVA should be 
penalized from a complaint that is against him.  DeMay has not received any notification 
that the investigation is at the state level.  Commissioner Payne noted the email from Dr. 
Weber that states Arkansas Valley Ambulance should be kept at BLS status until a 
coordinated care plan can be established between Deer Mountain Fire and Arkansas 
Valley Ambulance.  De May stated there is not an IGA in place at this time.  
 
Dr. Numsen said he will begin working with AVA as their Medical Director officially on 
September 1, 2013.  He is not clear on what the violation in January was, based off his 
interpretation of the current resolution.  Commissioner Norden asked what Dr. Numsen’s 
recommendation will be for AVA as of September 1st.  Dr. Numsen does not have an 
opinion at this point as he currently does not have enough information to make a 
recommendation.  Dr. Numsen will await the investigation results from the state before 
making a recommendation. 
 
Jay De May clarified the Board of Commissioners has not denied Arkansas Valley 
Ambulance anything.  The political turmoil is not at the County level.          
 
Commissioner Norden moved to table the consideration of an ALS upgrade for Arkansas 
Valley Ambulance until the September 24, 2013 Board of County Commissioners 
Meeting awaiting the report from the Colorado Department of Health and Environment 
EMS Division’s investigation and to hear the recommendation from Dr. Numsen.  
Commissioner Payne seconded the motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Norden, aye; 
Commissioner Payne, aye; Commissioner Bell, aye.  The motion carried.   
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NEW BUSINESS  
 

1. In Consideration of a Proposal and Resolution concerning an increase of one cent 
(1.00%) in the Fremont County Sales and Use Tax, raising the Sales and Use Tax 
from one and one-half percent (1.5%) to two  and one-half percent (2.5%) 
beginning January 1, 2014 and ending on December 31, 2023.  Representative:  
Jim Beicker, Fremont County Sheriff. 

 
Sheriff Beicker requested the Commissioners vote in favor of this Resolution and place it 
on the November ballot.  He said the Sheriff’s Department is a unique agency that is 
tasked with many different responsibilities.  The jail is very understaffed.  His Deputies 
provide security to the Court House and Judges.  The transport division logs thousands of 
miles transporting inmates.  Search and Rescue has received minimal funding.  Wild land 
Fire fighting is a huge financial responsibility.  His office issues concealed weapons 
permits, does fingerprinting, background checks and civil process.  The budget cuts are so 
severe they are a detriment to public safety.  Other municipalities that are required by law 
to provide or contract for law enforcement services rely on the Sheriff’s Department even 
though they have never paid for these services.  The regional dispatch center is needed but 
there is no funding for it.  The School Districts do not reimburse the Sheriff’s Department 
for any of the deputies at the five schools in the Sheriff’s jurisdiction.  The Investigations 
Unit is not compensated for being on call and has an overwhelming case load.  The Sheriff 
continues to slash training and operational budgets.  Many of the vehicles are old and have 
high miles.  There is not even an animal control officer in the County.  The Sheriff hopes 
the voters will vote in favor of the Sales Tax increase.             
 
Lissa Pinello supports the Tax increase request but is worried it will not be enough.  She 
suggested a large tax be placed on the marijuana industry to provide additional revenue.     
 
Leif Wagner said the taxation of retail marijuana would immensely help the Sheriffs 
budget.   
 
Commissioner Norden hopes the voters realize things have gotten worse.  The jail staff 
has had 7 out of 16 positions cut.  He thanked the dedicated staff for all of their hard work.   
 
Commissioner Norden moved to approve Resolution #35 placing a one percent sales tax 
increase proposal on the ballot for the November 5, 2013 Election.  Commissioner Payne 
seconded the motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Norden, aye; Commissioner Payne, 
aye; Commissioner Bell, aye.  The motion carried.  Resolution #35 is attached. 
 
 

2. Request:  SRU 10-006 Sporting Times Ranch & Red Horse B&B Extension of 
Contingency Deadline.  Request approval of a third twelve month extension of the 
deadline for submittal of contingency items in conjunction with Special Review 
Use #SRU006 Sporting Times Ranch & Red Horse B&B.  Said Special Review 
Use was approved on January 11, 2011, contingent upon specified items being 
provided to the Department of Planning and Zoning within six months after 
approval of the application by the BOCC.  A twelve month extension was granted 
on July 11, 2012, expiring on July 11, 2013.  The property is located on the west 
side of Garden Park Road, 4.5 miles north of the intersection of Field Avenue and 
Red Canyon Road (aka Garden Park Road).  Representative:  Court Stevens.   

 
Court Stevens explained his wife suffered a severe spinal injury in an accident and has 
required two major surgeries.  He has devoted all of his time in aiding his wife.  Mr. 
Stevens has not been able to meet all of the SRU requirements and is asking for an 
extension.       
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Planning and Zoning Director Giordano said the Department did receive a letter from 
the applicant requesting an extension on the contingencies.  Normally they would grant a 
one year extension.  The applicant also requested a waiver of the extension fee.  
Commissioner Norden asked if there would be a problem with a 24 month extension.  Mr. 
Giordano said that would be acceptable.       
 
Commissioner Norden moved to approve a 24 month extension of the contingency items 
deadline and waiving the $175 fee for SRU 10-006 Sporting Times Ranch & Red horse 
B&B.  Commissioner Payne seconded the motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Norden, 
aye; Commissioner Payne, aye; Commissioner Bell, aye.  The motion carried.   
 
 

3. Request:  SRU 12-001 Eden West Ranch (Major Modification) Extension of 
Contingency Deadline.  Request approval of a six month extension of the deadline 
for submittal of contingency items in conjunction with Special Review Use #SRU 
12-001 Eden West Ranch (Major Modification).  Said Special Review Use was 
approved on June 12, 2012, contingent upon specified items being provided to the 
Department of Planning and Zoning within six months after approval of the 
application by the BOCC.  The property is in the Agricultural Forestry Zone 
District and the total size of the property is 44.63 acres.  Representative:  Neil 
Hartman, Owner. 

 
Neil Hartman said they have run into difficulties complying with the contingencies from 
the Division of Water Resources and the Planning and Zoning Department.  They have 
had some issues with water rights.  Mr. Hartman hopes to have everything finalized within 
a few weeks but is requesting a six month extension.    
 
Planning & Zoning Director Giordano said this was approved in June 2012.  The 
Division of Water Resources now requires that all applications for subdivision or land use 
applications go through their division as well.  Mr. Hartman was the first applicant to have 
to complete this process.  The final decision from the Division of Water Resources has 
now been received so it is appropriate to ask for an official extension.  The extension 
would be granted back from December 2012 through December 2013.    
 
Commissioner Payne moved to approve an extension of the contingency deadline 
through December 2013 for SRU 12-001 Eden West Ranch.  Commissioner Norden 
seconded the motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Payne, aye; Commissioner Norden, 
aye; Commissioner Bell, aye.  The motion carried.   
 
 

4. Request:  TUP 13-008 Colorado Trappers Association Convention 
Request approval of a Temporary Use Permit to allow a Trapper’s Convention and 
Rendezvous to be held at the Spearman Ranch on County Road 5, by Daniel Gates.  
The event will provide trapping and hunting demos and seminars, Colorado Parks 
& Wildlife exhibits, and other related activities.  The event will be August 31st and 
September 1st 2013 from 8:00 a.m. to 8: p.m. each day.  Representative:  Daniel 
Gates, Colorado Trappers Association Convention.   

 
Daniel Gates said they are seeking a Temporary Use Permit for the 37th Annual Colorado 
Trappers Association Convention and Rendezvous.  He said the event is held in a different 
location every year and Fremont County was selected this year.  He hopes this will bring 
recognition and revenue to our area.  Mr. Gates discussed the details of the event.   
 
Planning & Zoning Director Giordano said the application is in order and they are in 
compliance with the regulations.  The Board would need to accept the general liability 
insurance policy.  The applicant is requesting a waiver of the surety bond for cleanup.   
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Ray Fallen said he is a neighbor adjacent to the property the event will be held on.  He 
will be directly impacted by the event.  He has been in contact with Mr. Gates regarding 
the event and fully supports it.     
 
Jack Webb said the event is being held on their property.  He believes this will be a 
benefit to the community.  Mr. Webb has no concerns with the event.   
 
Commissioner Payne moved to approve TUP 13-008 Colorado Trappers Association 
Convention and Rendezvous accepting their liability insurance and waiving the surety 
bond for cleanup.  Commissioner Norden seconded the motion.  Upon Vote:  
Commissioner Payne, aye; Commissioner Norden, aye; Commissioner Bell, aye.  The 
motion carried.   
 
 

5. Request:  LLA 13-001 Denbar Lot Line Adjustment No. 2.  Request approval of a 
Lot Line Adjustment, Department file #LA 13-001 Denbar Lot Line Adjustment 
No. 2, by Carl L. Dennis and Barbra J. Dennis.  The properties are located at 0086 
West View Place (Lot A, Denbar Lot Line Adjustment, previously known as Lot 5, 
Block 11 glen Vista Filing No. 5) and 6681 Fremont County Road #28 (Lot B, 
Denbar Lot Line Adjustment, previously known as Lot 3, Block 5, Glen Vista 
Filing No. 4) in the Glen Vista Area.  Representative:  Matt Koch, Cornerstone 
Land Surveying, Inc.   

 
Matt Koch said the applicants had completed a lot line adjustment one year ago, and the 
lot size was non-conforming.  The applicant had moved in a modular but due to the 
previous lot line adjustment the septic was not in the correct location.  This will make the 
lot conforming.   
 
Planning & Zoning Director Giordano said the regulations allow for an administrative 
approval as long as there is no increase in the degree of non-conformity, which is the case 
with this application.  After discussion with County Attorney Jackson it was suggested 
this approval come from the Board of Commissioners.   
 
Commissioner Norden moved to approve LLA 13-001 Denbar Lot Line Adjustment No. 
2.  Commissioner Payne seconded the motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Norden, aye; 
Commissioner Payne, aye; Commissioner Bell, aye.  The motion carried.  
 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS SCHEDULED FOR 10:00 A.M.  
 
None.   

   
 
 
Chairman Bell adjourned the meeting at 10:55 A.M.   
 
 
 
Clerk and Recorder 
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