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September 27th, 2011 
 
 

EIGHTEENTH MEETING 
 
The Board of Commissioners of the County of Fremont, State of Colorado, met in Regular 
Session on September 27th, 2011, 615 Macon Avenue, Room LL3, Fremont County 
Administration Building, Cañon City, Colorado.  Commissioner Chairman Edward H. 
Norden called the meeting to order at 9:30 A.M.     
       

Edward H. Norden  Commissioner   Present 
 Michael J. Stiehl       Commissioner   Present  
            Debbie Bell        Commissioner   Present   
 Katie Barr   Clerk and Recorder  Present   
 Brenda Jackson  County Attorney  Present 
 
Also present: George Sugars, County Manager; Bill Giordano, Planning and Zoning 
Director and Jody Blauser Deputy Clerk.   
 
The Morning Prayer was given by Dave Gruder of the Evangelical Free Church. 
 
Those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Commissioner Bell moved to approve the agenda.  Commissioner Stiehl seconded the 
motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Stiehl, aye; Commissioner 
Norden, aye. The motion carried. 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 
Commissioner Bell moved to approve the consent agenda.  Commissioner Stiehl 
seconded the motion.  Upon vote:  Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Stiehl, aye; 
Commissioner Norden, aye.  The motion carried. 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE/INFORMATIONAL 
  

1. Administrative and Elected Officials 
 
 Stacey Seifert, County Assessor, thanked the Board in recognizing the work that her 
office does.  She praised her staff and all of the hard work they do in order to achieve 
these results on the state audit.  Since taking office five years ago, her office has been 
audited every year.  They have passed the audit every year with no recommendations for 
any changes.  Three of those five years were mass re-appraisal cycles.  Seifert generally 
likes to have her numbers come in at 100% of market value.  In 2009 and 2011 she has 
used the allowed parameters of 95% to 105% of market value.  Because we are in a 
declining market she has tried to get as close to 95% as often as possible.  This will give 
some relief to the taxpayers of Fremont County.  Commissioner Norden stated the auditors 
had reviewed sales verification and concluded that Fremont County is doing an excellent 
job and there are no recommendations or suggestions needed.  The audit report is available 
in the Assessors Office and the Commissioners Office for the public to view.   
      
 
Commissioner Norden noted that Ferraras Happy Apple Farm in Penrose had an article 
in this month’s issue of “Country” magazine which is a national publication. 
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Commissioner Bell reminded citizens Penrose Apple Days will be taking place this 
weekend.  She said Florence Pioneer Days had been very successful the past weekend.   
 
 
 2. Citizens Not Scheduled:  None. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None.  
 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 

1. Presentation from Canon City Community Development Director Doug Dotson 
regarding the Canon City Downtown Strategic Plan and tax increment 
financing. 

 
Doug Dotson, Canon City Community Development Director, gave a presentation to 
the Board on the Canon City Downtown Strategic Plan.  He said this is an idea for 
discussion purposes and is not sure where the plan will lead.  The plan includes Main 
Street and the surrounding neighborhoods.  We need to be able to build upon the cultural 
heritage of Fremont County.  The Downtown Merchants do have a 20 year Statement of 
Vision to become a tourist destination and it is available on the City website.  The goal of 
this plan is to take advantage of the buildings and resources we already have.  The 
objective is to increase economic activity downtown and attract private investment.  One 
idea to strengthen downtown is to have a central gathering park for artists, farmers 
markets and events.  The plan needs to incorporate electronic marketing with mobile 
phone applications, social networks, and GPS.  Up to 250 parking spaces could be added 
to the downtown area.  Signage is vital to create more traffic flow to the downtown 
corridor.  The Downtown Partnership would be created and include the City, County, 
Investors, Schools, Realtors, Merchants and the Chamber of Commerce.  Doug 
encouraged the public to comment on this plan and can view it on the city website.  
Commissioner Bell commended Doug and the merchants for all of their hard work on this 
plan.     
 
   

2. Resolution approving boundaries for County Commissioner redistricting.   
 
Commissioner Norden explained there had been a public hearing on the proposed maps 
at the August 23rd Board of County Commissioners Meeting and there was not any input 
from the public.  He said Dave Kimmet of the GIS office had spent a lot of time on the 
new maps and the legal description of the Commissioner districts.  Commissioner Bell 
moved to adopt Resolution #31 approving the new boundaries for the Fremont County 
Commissioner redistricting per the 2010 Census results.  Commissioner Stiehl seconded 
the motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Stiehl, aye; 
Commissioner Norden, aye.  The motion carried.  Resolution #31 is attachment “A”.     
 

 
3. Resolution Electing Local Control for Special Event Liquor Permits and setting 

fees for Special Event Liquor Permits. 
 
County Clerk Barr presented the Board with the need for change in the Special Event 
Liquor License process.  This would allow the Board of County Commissioners to issue 
the Special Event Permits without having to submit the applications to the state for 
approval.  Barr said this will expedite the process that currently takes six to eight weeks.  
She said it should take anywhere from two to four weeks to complete the permits under 
the new process.   
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Barr also requested the current fee of $50 be increased to $100 as the County will be 
taking on additional responsibilities.  The Cities of Canon City and Florence have already 
implemented the $100 fee which is the maximum the state will allow us to charge.  
Commissioner Stiehl noted that it was new legislation that allowed the County to be able 
to implement the local approval process.  Commissioner Stiehl moved to approve 
Resolution #32 Electing Local Control by the Board of County Commissioners for Special 
Event Liquor Permits and setting the fee of $100 for Special Event Liquor Permits for 
Fremont County.  Commissioner Bell seconded the motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner 
Stiehl, aye; Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Norden, aye.  The motion carried.  
Resolution #32 is attachment “B”.     
   
 

4. Consideration of Appointment of Ruth Farmer to fill a vacant seat on the John 
C. Fremont Library District Board of Trustees. 

 
Commissioner Norden said the Library Board recommends who should fill the vacancy 
and it is up to the Board of Commissioners to make the formal appointment.  
Commissioner Stiehl moved to appoint Ruth Farmer to fill a vacant seat on the John C. 
Fremont Library District Board of Trustees.  Commissioner Bell seconded the motion.  
Upon Vote:  Commissioner Stiehl, aye; Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Norden, 
aye.  The motion carried.   
 
   

5. REQUEST:  TUP 11-007 PENROSE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE APPLE 
DAY  
Request approval of a Temporary Use Permit to allow the Apple Day 
festivities by the Penrose Chamber of Commerce.  The events will be held in 
downtown Penrose (Broadway from Elm to Illinois and ½ block south on 
Grant) on Saturday, October 1, 2011, from 7:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.  
Representative:  William McGuire, Penrose Chamber of Commerce 

 
William McGuire of the Penrose Chamber of Commerce thanked Bill Giordano for all 
of his help with the application.  He gave the Commissioners a schedule of the events.  
Giordano said action needed by the Board is for the acceptance of the general liability 
insurance which is the same amount as in past years.  The applicant has asked for a waiver 
of the surety for the cleanup and a waiver of the application fee.  McGuire said that Boy 
Scout Troop 121 cleans up after the festivities and does a fantastic job every year.  
Commissioner Bell moved to approve TUP 11-007 for Penrose Chamber of Commerce 
Apple Day Festivities on October 1, 2011, accepting the general liability insurance, waiver 
of the surety for cleanup and waiver of the application fee.  Commissioner Stiehl seconded 
the motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Stiehl, aye; 
Commissioner Norden, aye.  The motion carried.   
 
 

6. Consideration of a Memorandum of Understanding with the Upper Arkansas 
Area Council of Governments. 

 
Judy Lohnes of the Upper Arkansas Area Council of Governments (UAACOG) 
explained that Housing and Urban Development (HUD) has a notice of funding 
availability that they had applied for.  They are the only rural application still standing in 
the state of Colorado as of last week.  One of the grant requirements is to submit a 
Memorandum of Understanding with all of the Partner Agencies.  If UAACOG is awarded 
the grant they will have 120 days to formalize the Memorandum of Understanding.  This 
grant is a cooperation of three federal agencies; Economic Development Administration, 
Federal Transportation Administration, and HUD.  UAACOG is applying for funds for 
three specific needs.  This includes a Broadband Initiative in Fremont, Lake, Chaffee, and 
Custer Counties.    The second need is for implementing the strategies of a Regional 
Economic Development Plan.   
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The third part is for a creation of a Regional Energy Office to be housed at the UAACOG 
office.  Judy hopes this will lead to a reinstatement of their weatherization program that 
has been suspended for 10 to 15 years.  Commissioner Bell moved to authorize the 
Chairman’s signature and participation on the Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Upper Arkansas Area Council of Governments.  Commissioner Stiehl seconded the 
motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Stiehl, aye; Commissioner 
Norden, aye.  The motion carried. 
 
 

7. Request made by Lee Alter to the Board of County Commissioners to waive 
the $750.  Fee for a possible appeal to the Board of Zoning Adjustment. 

 
Lee Alter requested the Board of County Commissioners waive the $750 fee for his 
appeal to the Board of Zoning Adjustment (BOZA).  He referenced the Zoning Resolution 
section 7.5 regarding the appeal process.  He explained the circumstances that led to the 
dismissal of his complaint.  Commissioner Norden told Mr. Alter the only thing the Board 
of County Commissioners is considering today is the request for the waiver of the $750 
fee.  Commissioner Norden explained the method of appeal and asked Mr. Alter what 
reason he has for the waiver request.  Commissioner Stiehl said the BOZA appeal process 
is available to all citizens and asked Mr. Alter why the fee should be waived for him.  
Commissioner Bell explained the fee is used to pay the BOZA members and cover costs 
the County incurs.  She reminded him he would be reimbursed the fee if he wins the 
appeal.  Mr. Alter said the two reasons for the waiver request are that there is no 
significant cost to the County to make the decision and said he does not have the $750 to 
pay.  Commissioner Stiehl noted the fees charged by the County are fair and does not 
believe the taxpayers should have to pay for another citizen’s appeal process.  
Commissioner Stiehl moved to deny the request for the waiver of the $750 fee for the 
appeal to the Board of Zoning Adjustment.  Commissioner Bell seconded the motion.  
Upon Vote:  Commissioner Stiehl, aye; Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Norden, 
aye.  The motion carried.   
 
  

8. Consideration of the attachment A to the Professional Services Agreement with 
Armstrong Consultants for the Master Plan Update Scope of Services – 
Fremont County Airport.             

 
County Manager Sugars said in July the Board of County Commissioners signed an 
agreement with Armstrong Consultants to provide professional services.  This is 
attachment A to that agreement to update the Master Plan at the Fremont County Airport.  
Commissioner Bell asked if there is a county match for the $155,000 fee.  Richard Baker, 
Airport Manager, said 90% of the money will come from the FAA the other 10% will be 
split between the State Aeronautics Division and the County.  The match can be in kind 
services or monetary.  Commissioner Bell moved to approve attachment A to the 
Professional Services Agreement with Armstrong Consultants for the Master Plan Update 
Scope of Services for the Fremont County Airport.  Commissioner Stiehl seconded the 
motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Stiehl, aye; Commissioner 
Norden, aye.  The motion carried.   
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS SCHEDULED FOR 10:00 A.M.  
 
 None. 
 
 
Chairman Norden adjourned the meeting at 11:05 A.M.   
 
 
Clerk and Recorder 
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    Attachment “A” 
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    Attachment “B” 
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