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OCTOBER 23, 2012 
 
 

TWENTIETH MEETING 
 
The Board of Commissioners of the County of Fremont, State of Colorado, met in Regular 
Session on October 23rd, 2012, 615 Macon Avenue, Room LL3, Fremont County 
Administration Building, Cañon City, Colorado.  Commissioner Chairman Debbie Bell 
called the meeting to order at 9:30 A.M.     
       

Debbie Bell   Commissioner   Present 
 Michael J. Stiehl       Commissioner   Present  
            Edward H. Norden       Commissioner   Present   
 Katie Barr   Clerk and Recorder  Present   
 Brenda Jackson  County Attorney  Present 
 
Also present: George Sugars, County Manager; Bill Giordano, Planning and Zoning 
Director and Jody Blauser Deputy Clerk.   
 
The Morning Prayer was given by Fremont County Treasurer Pat McFarland. 
 
Those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Commissioner Stiehl moved to approve the agenda.  Commissioner Norden seconded the 
motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Stiehl, aye; Commissioner Norden, aye; 
Commissioner Bell, aye. The motion carried. 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 
Commissioner Bell noted the scheduling of a Public Hearing for November 13, 2012 at 
10:00 a.m. for the Proposed 2012 Fremont County Budget.   
 
Commissioner Norden moved to approve the consent agenda.  Commissioner Stiehl 
seconded the motion.  Upon vote:  Commissioner Norden, aye; Commissioner Stiehl, aye; 
Commissioner Bell, aye.  The motion carried. 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE/INFORMATIONAL 
  

1. Administrative and Elected Officials 
 
County Clerk Barr explained some voters who received mail in ballots had a misprint on 
their secrecy sleeves that said to enclose a photocopy of their I.D.  Only voters who have a 
purple stripe on their ballot envelope need to provide I.D.  Barr said Early Voting will 
continue through November 1st from 7:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. on the lower level of the 
County Administration Building.   
 
Commissioner Norden said the Regional Dispatch Center is seeking a DOLA grant to 
hire a consultant from APCO.  The E911 Board has contributed $10,000 towards the grant 
match.  The remaining $2000 needs to be raised between Fremont County, Canon City 
Area Fire Protection Board, the City of Canon City, and the City of Florence.         
 
Commissioner Bell announced the activities in Eastern Fremont County have been very 
successful.  Penrose recently celebrated Apple Days and Florence just held their Eureka 
Days Festival.  Coal Creek will be celebrating their Fall Festival this Saturday.   
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     October 23, 2012  
 
 2. Citizens Not Scheduled:  None. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None.  
 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 

1. Consideration of a resolution recognizing Richard Cozzette of Department of 
Human Services for his thirty-two plus years of service to Fremont County. 

 
Commissioner Bell read the resolution and expressed appreciation for the dedication and 
service for Richard Cozzette.  Commissioner Norden said Richard has earned respect from 
his peers in Fremont County and through all of Colorado.  Commissioner Stiehl said 
Richards expertise in the CBMS rollout were heroic.  The Board of County 
Commissioners then presented the resolution to Richard Cozzette as a tribute to his 
service.    
 
 

2. Consideration of a resolution providing for the Local Designation of Historical 
Landmarks by the Fremont County Heritage Commission.  Representative:  Carol 
McNew, Fremont County Heritage Commission, Chair 

 
Carol McNew explained how the Heritage Commission was formed in 2008.  Fremont 
County was appointed as a Preserve America County.  This designation requires an 
advisory group to help preserve historic landmarks within the County.  Carol gave an 
update on the current Board Members and said they currently have one vacancy.  She said 
the Heritage Commission has reviewed and approved the contents of this resolution.  If the 
Resolution is approved the Fremont County Administration Building will be the first 
building to be designated as a historic building.  Commissioner Bell explained this is a 
voluntary program and an owner has to apply for the designation.  There is also a process 
to revoke a designation.  This process currently does not exist but the Heritage 
Commission will begin working on the process if the resolution is approved.  
Commissioner Norden thanked County Attorney Jackson for her hard work in preparing 
this resolution.    
 
Commissioner Norden moved to approve resolution #37 providing for the designation of 
historic landmarks by the Fremont County Heritage Commission.  Commissioner Stiehl 
seconded the motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Norden, aye; Commissioner Stiehl, aye; 
Commissioner Bell, aye.  The motion carried.  Resolution #37 is attached.   
 
 

3. Consideration to appoint Judy McCormick to the Fremont County Heritage 
Commission 

 
Commissioner Bell said they received a letter from Judy McCormick expressing interest 
in the vacancy on the Fremont County Heritage Commission.  Judy serves on the Coal 
Creek Town Board and has a special interest in history.   
 
Commissioner Norden moved to appoint Judy McCormick to the Fremont County 
Heritage Commission for a three year term from October 31, 2012 until October 31, 2015 
Commission representing Eastern Fremont County.  Commissioner Stiehl seconded the 
motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Norden, aye; Commissioner Stiehl, aye; 
Commissioner Bell, aye.  The motion carried.   
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4. Request:  Extension of PP 05-003 Mesas on Sunrise Ridge.  Request approval of a 
two-year extension, of an 89 lot Preliminary Plan, Department file #PP 05-003 
Mesas on Sunrise Ridge, to allow for completion of Final Plat submittal 
requirements, by Pension Plan of Bonnyville Construction Company, formerly 
owned by La Mesita del Sol LLC.  There have been three previous one-year 
extensions and one two-year extension. The property is located at the northeast 
corner of the intersection of Dozier Avenue and Van Loo Road and on the north 
side of Van Loo Road, in the North Canon Area.  The original approval date for 
the Preliminary Plan application was May 9, 2006.  If this extension is granted as 
requested, it will run through November 9, 2014.  Representative:  Allan Miller, 
Consultant for Pension Plan of Bonnyville Construction Company.   

 
Allan Miller requested a two year extension through November 9, 2014 of the original 
conditions and contingencies.  He is aware of the required information that is still needed 
and is planning on moving forward.   
 
Commissioner Stiehl moved to approve the request for a two year extension through 
November 9, 2014 for PP 05-003 Mesas on Sunrise Ridge noting that requirements in #3, 
#4, #9 and #10 shall be required to be updated when contingencies are submitted.  
Commissioner Norden seconded the motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Stiehl, aye; 
Commissioner Norden, aye; Commissioner Bell, aye.  The motion carried.   
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS SCHEDULED FOR 10:00 A.M.  
 
   
Request:  SRU 12-005 Colorado Propane Supply Distribution Facility (Bulk Fuel 
Storage).  Request approval of a Special Review Use (SRU) Permit, Department file 
#SRU 12-005 Colorado Propane Supply Distribution Facility (Bulk Fuel Storage), by 
Aercrete Land LLC, a Colorado Limited Liability Company, dba Fremont Land Partners, 
to allow for a propane distribution facility, which will consist of 48 tanks with a total 
propane storage capacity of 1,440,000 gallons.  The propane will be shipped by train to 
the site; one train every two days with six to eight cars per train and two tractor/tankers 
per car.  There will be three work shifts per day, with each shift consisting of two to three 
employees for a total of five to seven employees per day.  The property is located on the 
north side of Colorado State Highway 120, approximately one mile east of the intersection 
of Colorado State Highway 115 and 120.  The SRU permit property contains 35.15 acres 
and is zoned Industrial.  Representative:  Charles C. Crum, PE, M.V.E. Inc.  
 
Chairman Bell opened the Public Hearing at 10:04 a.m.   
 
Charles Crum said they had appeared before the Planning Commission and some 
changes have been made.  They did receive a letter from the Parks and Wildlife Division 
requesting the north side of the property be screened to block the view of the facility from 
the river.  They are in the process of getting the highway access permit as well.  This 
facility will serve Southern Colorado and even into New Mexico.  There will be 1 ½ 
million gallons of propane storage brought in by train.  The propane will be transferred to 
large tanks and stored until it is trucked out to other locations.     
 
Planning & Zoning Director Giordano said the owner had requested this Public Hearing 
be moved up to today instead of the November 13th agenda.  The publication, notification 
of property owners, and additional notifications have all taken place.  The property has 
been posted according to regulations.  One letter was received from the Arkansas 
Headwaters Recreation Association (AHRA).  The Planning Commission did grant 
unanimous approval at the October 2nd meeting.  Giordano discussed the recommended 
conditions and contingencies. 
 
 



 
 
 
 

4 

           

     October 23, 2012 
 
Commissioner Norden asked how close the property is to the river.  Tom Tulk, one of 
the property owners, said it is several hundred yards from the river.  Tulk said there is a 
berm, railroad tracks, and cottonwood trees between the property and the river.  
Commissioner Stiehl said the Fire Chief requested 1000 gallons per minute for two hours 
and asked Mr. Tulk if they have verified that capacity yet.  Mr. Tulk said they have two 
large tanks with 125,000 gallon capacity.  These tanks will pump 1000 gallons per minute 
for approximately four and half hours.  The testing will occur with the Fire Department on 
site.   
 
Public Comments:  
 
SeEtta Moss said this is a tremendous amount of propane.  She is concerned with the 
proximity of the facility to the Arkansas River.  If the propane leaks it dissipates into the 
air.  If it catches fire it would explode and debris would fall into the river.  She wants to 
make sure these potential impacts are being considered. 
 
Tom Tulk said these are valid concerns as propane is explosive.  The facility will be 
operated under the state regulations and safety requirements.  The design of the facility is 
also regulated by the state.   
 
Sheriff Beicker is concerned with public safety and the level of security.  There are 
problems in this specific area with vandals, thieves and trespassers.  Beicker asked if the 
facility will be staffed 24 hours per day. 
 
Tom Tulk said there are regulations that require fencing.  He anticipates the facility will 
be staffed 24 hours per day during the winter and 16 hours per day in the summer.       
 
Chairman Bell closed the Public Hearing at 10:28 a.m.   
 
Commissioner Norden discussed the language regarding the water supply and testing.  
County Attorney Jackson recommended the language remain in place and verify the 
documentation the applicant provides.   
 
Commissioner Stiehl asked the applicant about the expansion valves. 
 
Tom Tulk said as long as they are less than 60,000 gallons per tank expansion valves are 
not required.    
 
Commissioner Norden moved to approve SRU 12-005 Colorado Propane Supply 
Distribution Facility with the recommended conditions from the Planning Commission for 
life of the use; changing condition “I” to “Hours of operation shall not be limited”; 
changing condition “J” to “There shall be no public or retail sale of propane at this site”; 
adopting the Planning Commission language in contingency #2 to “ Documentation from 
the controlling agency or railroad entity as to use of the railroad spur line for the proposed 
use and documentation that they are the controlling agency”; adopting the Planning 
Commission language for contingency #5 to “Documentation as to compliance with any 
requirements of the Florence Fire Protection District, including testing to ensure adequate 
water flows and ability for storage tanks to refill fast enough for continued use of water 
supply in case of any malfunction”; waiving #1 thru #4 of the waiver requests for 
buffering, landscaping, surfacing, and lighting as Resolution #38.  Commissioner Stiehl 
seconded the motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Norden, aye; Commissioner Stiehl, aye; 
Commissioner Bell, aye.  The motion carried.   
 
Chairman Bell adjourned the meeting at 10:42 A.M.   
 
 
 
Clerk and Recorder 
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