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November 25, 2014 
 
 

TWENTY-SECOND MEETING 
 
The Board of Commissioners of the County of Fremont, State of Colorado, met in Regular 
Session on November 25, 2014, 615 Macon Avenue, Room LL3, Fremont County 
Administration Building, Cañon City, Colorado.  Commissioner Chairman Tim Payne 
called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.     
       

Tim Payne   Commissioner   Present 
 Edward H. Norden        Commissioner   Present  
            Debbie Bell       Commissioner   Present   
 Katie Barr   Clerk and Recorder  Present   
 Brenda Jackson  County Attorney  Present 
 
Also present:  George Sugars, County Manager; Bill Giordano, Planning and Zoning 
Director.   
 
The Invocation was given by Joe Garkovich, First Christian Church. 
 
Those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Commissioner Bell moved to approve the Agenda.  Commissioner Norden seconded the 
motion.  Upon Vote:  Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Norden, aye; Commissioner 
Payne, aye. The motion carried. 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 

1. Approval of Minutes / October 28, 2014  
 

2. Approval of Minutes / November 10, 2014  
  

3. Approval of Bills November 25, 2014 / $1,363,978.66  
 

4. Ratify approval of signed agreement with Colorado Department of Local Affairs for 
the Fremont County Pathfinder Park Design  

 
5. Approval of Carles Davis Water Lease Agreement for 2015  

 
6. Adoption of Resolution #34, Series of 2014, ZC 14-002 Gifford Zone Change  

 
7. Liquor License Renewal:  

     a. Waterhole No. 1 / McGills Wine & Spirits Inc  
         1503 Elm Ave  
         Canon City, CO 81212  
         Retail Liquor Store  
 

8. Schedule Public Hearing: None  
 
 
Commissioner Norden moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Commissioner Bell 
seconded the motion.  Upon vote:  Commissioner Norden, aye; Commissioner Bell, aye; 
Commissioner Payne, aye.  The motion carried. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE/INFORMATIONAL 
  

1. Staff / Elected Officials: 
a. Public Trustee Quarterly Report, Patricia McFarland, County Treasurer 

 
Treasurer Pat McFarland gave her quarterly report stating that there were 29 releases and 
39 foreclosures which are down.  Year-to-date they are down about 20 foreclosures from last 
year.  She also noted that during the tax lien sale they brought in $21,860.00 in premium bid 
which is above and beyond the taxes they collected. 
 
Commissioner Norden moved to approve the Treasurer’s Quarterly Report.  Commissioner 
Bell seconded the motion.  Upon vote:  Commissioner Norden, aye; Commissioner Bell, 
aye; Commissioner Payne, aye.  The motion carried. 
 

b. Sales and Use Tax Report, Sunny Bryant, Budget and Finance Officer 
 

Sunny Bryant gave her report on the Sales and Use Tax stating that September’s Retail Sales 
Tax collections were up $20,000.00 from September of 2013.  Year-to-date Retail Sales Tax is 
up 4% from last year and is up 5.71% in comparison to the budget.  She said that Auto Use 
Tax for October was down $3,000.00 from October of last year but year-to-date we are up 
18% from last year.  Construction Use Tax was also less for the month of October but year-to-
date is up $35,000.00 and 28% above what was budgeted for 2014.  As of right now Lodging 
Tax is still down from last year.  The Sheriff’s Retail Sales Tax is up 19%, Sheriff’s Auto Use 
Tax is up 15% and Sheriff’s Construction Use Tax is up 24% from what was budgeted for 
2014.  

 
2.  Citizens who wish to address the Commissioners on a matter not scheduled on 

the agenda 
 

Chyriese Marentette thanked the board for getting rid of the chairs and putting up signs 
that violators will be prosecuted for illegally dumping trash.  She also mentioned more 
addresses that had tires dropped off and they have no building permits.  She brought up 
the fact that there are armed guards protecting their marijuana and the new neighbors are 
terrified of them.  She questioned if it was legal for them to guard their marijuana with 
guns.  County Attorney Brenda Jackson informed her that people have the right to bear 
arms and unless they are threatening someone or shooting their guns it is their legal right. 
 
Becky Girdler wanted the board to be aware that water may be being hauled from Canon 
City up to green houses and heated garages growing marijuana in the Deer Mountain area.  
She also wanted to know if the taxes being collected from marijuana were being reported 
separately.  Commissioner Payne explained that the taxes are reported separately. 
 
Gloria Decker thanked the Sangre DeCristo Sentinel newspaper for bringing up the issue 
of one particular marijuana grower in Fremont County.  She wanted to know if the owners 
of the property obtained any kind of permit for a building to be erected, and if not, was the 
County aware of this violation?  She also wanted to know if the State of Colorado requires 
a County building permit for doing an electrical inspection.  Finally she wanted to know if 
growing marijuana was allowed before the County issues a permit to do so.  
Commissioner Norden explained that all these questions would be reviewed and discussed 
when that particular application comes up for review in front of the Board. 
 
David Colwell shared some ideas on how to use our volunteer groups, maybe through 
deputizing, or a hot tip line to help enforce the trash issues and get things cleaned up.  He 
said that he represents Glen Vista Home Owner’s Association but residents from all 
different areas have complained about this issue.  He said that their HOA has done a lot of 
cleaning up with volunteers but are still asking the County to help.  
 
Commissioner Norden asked Sunny Bryant in Finance if she could provide the figures on 
the taxes collected for marijuana sales.  She said that she would provide the breakdown at 
the next meeting on December 9th. 
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OLD BUSINESS 
 
None 
  
PUBLIC HEARINGS SCHEDULED FOR 10:00 A.M.  
 

1. In consideration of a resolution amending the Building Code of Fremont County to 
include provisions for Licensing Contractors.  Representative:  Mike Cox, County 
Building Official 

 
Commissioner Payne opened the public hearing at 10:03 a.m. 
 
Mike Cox of the Building Department said that they have been working on this for years 
and have finally come up with a code section that they feel will be adequate.  
Commissioner Bell questioned as to why Fremont County needs this now.   He explained 
that if an out of town contractor does a poor job for one of our residents they can turn 
around the next day and apply for a building permit to do another poor job for someone 
else and there’s nothing they can do about it.  Mike also said that there was an 
overwhelming response in favor of the licensing by a survey they conducted at the counter 
for local contractors 4 or 5 years ago.  Commissioner Norden asked how the fees will 
compare to those of the City and Pikes Peak Regional.  Mike said that they will be 
considerably lower.  For a Class A General Contractor’s License the County will charge 
$75.00, whereas the City of Canon City charges $100.00 and Pikes Peak Regional charges 
$225.00.   Mr. Cox said they would like this to be effective starting January 1, 2015 but 
would allow for a grace period time and their hard line would be July 1, 2015.  
Commissioner Bell asked if the contractors had to be insured.  Mike said that yes that they 
are asking for liability insurance.  Commissioner Norden asked if there would be a list of 
licensed contractors available online for consumers to do their research.  Mike said yes 
that would be available which would also include those with disciplinary actions against 
them.  Commissioner Bell noted that the licenses would be valid for a 12 month period. 
 
John Garrou said that there should be a contract between the contractors and Fremont 
County stating that they will follow the rules and regulations or Fremont County can pull 
their license from them.  Attorney Jackson stated that there is similar verbiage already 
written in the licensing regulations.  Commissioner Bell pointed out that penalties can lead 
up to revocation of the license. 
 
Lisa Hyams asked if a home owner would have to have a license if they chose to do the 
work themselves.  Attorney Jackson explained that they are exempt and are also allowed 
to hire someone without a license.   
 
Tim McCain wanted to know if this code would include mechanical contractors.  
Attorney Jackson said that it does not; the County has not adopted a Mechanical Code.   
 
Commissioner Payne closed the public hearing at 10:17 a.m. 
 
Commissioner Norden moved to approve Resolution #37.  Commissioner Bell seconded 
the motion.  Upon vote:  Commissioner Norden, aye; Commissioner Bell, aye; 
Commissioner Payne, aye.  The motion carried.  Resolution #37 is attached. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 

1. In consideration of an agreement for the participation with the Upper Arkansas 
Recycling Program.  Representative: Beth Lenz   

   
Beth Lenz explained that they would not be increasing fees; it would remain .79 cents per 
person per year with the hope of lowering the fees by the end of 2015.  She said the recycling 
program is a free public drop off for residents and they have drop off locations in Penrose, 
Coal Creek, Brookside, Canon City, Rockvale and one at the KOAA Campground.  
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Commissioner Norden commented on the growing problem of disposing of electronics 
especially television sets.  Beth said that it is a problem not only for Colorado but for many 
other states.  The only solution right now is to take them to Texas to be disposed of which 
increases the cost of recycling these types of items almost by double. 
 
Commissioner Bell moved to approve the agreement for participation.  Commissioner 
Norden seconded the motion.  Upon vote:  Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Norden, 
aye; Commissioner Payne, aye.  The motion carried. 
 

2. In consideration of a resolution for three tax lien sale certificates that were sold with 
erroneous legal descriptions.  Representative:  Pat McFarland, County Treasurer 
 

Pat McFarland asked for the funds necessary to reimburse the investors and cancel the tax 
lien certificates on three properties that have erroneous legal descriptions.  Commissioner Bell 
asked what the interest rate is.  Pat said these are all at 10%. 
 
Commissioner Norden moved to approve Resolution #38.  Commissioner Bell seconded the 
motion.  Upon vote:  Commissioner Norden, aye; Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner 
Payne, aye.  The motion carried. 
 

3. In consideration of a Road Maintenance Agreement between the United States 
Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management, Royal Gorge Field Office 
and Fremont County.  Representative: Tony Adamic, Fremont County DOT 
Director 

 
Tony Adamic explained that the agreement would be for BLM to supply the materials for the 
project and Fremont County would provide the labor and the equipment to upgrade County 
Road 127 near Brush Hollow Reservoir. 
 
Commissioner Bell moved to approve the agreement.  Commissioner Norden seconded the 
motion.  Upon vote:  Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Norden, aye; Commissioner 
Payne, aye.  The motion carried. 
 

4. In consideration of an application to the Department of Local Affairs for Fremont 
County Regional Road Project Phase 2 of 5.  Representative: Tony Adamic, Fremont 
County DOT Director 

 
Tony Adamic said that this section of the grant would affect County Road 84A, County Road 
13 & 13A and in Florence, North and South Frazier.  The estimated cost of the project is 
$702,699.00 and they would be asking for $354,750.00 for the asphalt portion of the project. 
 
Commissioner Norden moved to approve the application for the grant.  Commissioner Bell 
seconded the motion.  Upon vote:  Commissioner Norden, aye; Commissioner Bell, aye; 
Commissioner Payne, aye.  The motion carried. 
 

5. Request: Extension of PP 05-003 Mesas on Sunrise Ridge, a two year extension.  
Request approval of a two-year extension, of an eighty-nine 89 lot Preliminary Plan, 
Department file #PP 05-003 Mesas on Sunrise Ridge, to allow for completion of 
Final Plat submittal requirements, by Pension Plan of Bonnyville Construction 
Company, formerly owned by La Mesita del Sol, LLC.  There have been three 
previous one-year extensions and two two-year extensions.  The property is located at 
the northeast corner of the intersection of Dozier Avenue and Van Loo Road and on 
the north side of Van Loo Road, in the North Cañon Area.  The original approval date 
for the Preliminary Plan application was May 9, 2006.  If this extension is granted as 
requested, it will run through November 9, 2016. 
Representative: Allan Miller, Consultant for Pension Plan of Bonnyville        
Construction Company 
 

Allan Miller said he would like the extension because there is not a great demand for new 
subdivisions at this time.   
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Bill Giordano of the Planning and Zoning Department stated that his only concern is the 
length of time that this has been continued since the original approval.  He said that this 
has been extended since 2003 and his only contingencies on the approval of the extension 
would be to update items #3, #4, #9 & #10.  Commissioner Norden asked if maybe a new 
application would be necessary since there may be significant changes to the scope of the 
project or the neighborhood due to the amount of time that has passed.  Giordano said he 
would be more concerned about the changes regarding new residents moving into the area 
with concerns of their own. 
 
Commissioner Bell asked County Attorney Brenda Jackson if there are any legal issues 
they should be worried about if approving this extension.  Jackson said no, it would be up 
to the discretion of the Board.  The major concern would be traffic patterns, but Mr. Miller 
has already agreed to update those. 
 
Commissioner Norden moved to approve the extension with items #3, #4, #9 & #10 to be 
updated by the developer.  Commissioner Bell seconded the motion.   Upon vote:  
Commissioner Norden, aye; Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Payne, aye.  The 
motion carried. 
 

6.  A consideration to re-appoint J.R. Phillips to the Fremont County Weed Advisory 
Board for a two year term ending December 31, 2016. 

 
Commissioner Bell moved to re-appoint J.R. Phillips.  Commissioner Norden seconded 
the motion.  Upon vote:  Commissioner Bell, aye; Commissioner Norden, aye; 
Commissioner Payne, aye.  The motion carried. 
 
Chairman Payne adjourned the meeting at 10:44 a.m.  
 
 
 
Clerk and Recorder 
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